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Trimming Harms Courthouse Trees

EDITOR:

I recently visited with friends in
vour city. During this visil, 1 notic-
ed that the large, old trees at the
Courthouse had been topped. Bet-
ter terms for this procedurs are
hat rack and tree butchery.

A commen enough practice, it
i, however, much sbused and s
generally & bad bill of goods. It is
Just plain unnecessary as well as
harmful fo the health and lilespan
ol an otherwise healthy tree.

The topping of the Courthouse
trees was akin (o a doctor chopp-
ing off a finger to solve the pro-
blem of a hangnall, Whatever the
problems that were used or stated
as a reason for topping these

trees, (hey are now much worse
off.

The flush of growth that will
soon appear produces an ugly, un-
mistakesble, unnatural, poodle-
like appearance that marks the
beginning, not the end, of the
trees” problems, More broken
branches, decay and decline will
Tollbow,

My purpose in writing is Lo
make you aware thal whal was
done is unprofessional, un-
necessary and has devalued the
progressive ook that Cookeville
would like to project (o the outside
world

JIM CORTESE
Arborist/Urban Forester
Emnoxwille



